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From the Archives
THE OLD ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH IN GREAT BRITAIN
commonly known as
THE OLD ROMAN CATHOLIC (PRO-UNIATE RITE) OF GREAT BRITAIN
Steenoven Mission House
16 Aberdeen Road,
Highbury, London, N.5
Lent 1960
STATEMENT
Since we issued a Statement of our Position some years ago, certain events have
taken place which render it necessary for us to reiterate the true position of this, the Old
Roman Catholic Church in Great Britain. We therefore issue this Statement as a
declaration which will clarify our position, and make it clear that there is no connection
of any kind between Our Communion and others who use similar titles to our own.
When the Most Reverend Bernard Mary Williams, Archbishop and Metropolitan
of this Communion, died on June 10th, 1952, he had made this Rite, small though it is,
highly respected even among those who could neither share in, nor appreciate, its
position and beliefs.
Since his death, unscrupulous men anxious to use for their own ends, the good
name he had won for this Rite, have represented themselves with no justification
whatsoever, as members, even as Bishops, of the Old Roman Catholic Church. It has
become necessary for us, therefore, once more to explain the present state of affairs, and
to make quite clear who does, and who does not, belong to the lawful Old Roman
Catholic Rite.
Archbishop Williams, as he is well known, died without having consecrated a
successor. His funeral was conducted by the Revd. Geoffrey P.T. Paget King, who had
been with him during his final illness, the Requiem being celebrated (in the domestic
chapel at Madams Wood) by Canon Matthew, the senior Priest of this Rite. Since the
property at Madams Wood had to be sold, the domestic chapel was dismantled; many
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of the ornaments and furnishings being worn out, were destroyed under the
supervision of Father King, the rest being brought to London, and now being in use at
the above address, which has been the headquarters of the movement since May 3rd,
1951.
The clergy, left without a Bishop, elected the Revd. G.P.T. Paget King as
successor to the late Archbishop, and arrangements were made for him to be
consecrated by a bishop in Old Roman Catholic Orders in America. It was decided,
however, that as the Bishop in question, the Most Revd. Gerard G. Shelley (Who had
been ordained to the Priesthood by the late Archbishop Matthew, and consecrated on
March 25th, 1950, by Bishop Richard A. Marchenna) was to remain in Europe for some
considerable time, two Bishops would be quite unnecessary; the Revd. G.P.T. Paget
King therefore asked to be relieved of such a position, and at his request, with the
consent and approval of the clergy, Bishop Shelley was elected to succeed the late
Archbishop Williams as Archbishop and Primate of The Old Roman Catholic Church in
Great Britain, commonly known as the Old Roman Catholic (Pro-Uniate) Rite of Great
Britain. It is, therefore, indisputable that the Most Revd. Gerard G. Shelley, and he
alone, has the right to be regarded as the lawfully appointed successor of the late
Archbishop Williams.
The Rite maintains its historic position and claims to teach and practice the true
Catholic Faith of the Old and New Rome, without diminution, addition, or alteration; it
longs for reunion with its Mother, the Church of Rome, but is unable in conscience to
accept certain developments in that Communion, while it cannot deny its heritage by
assenting to Bull “Unigenitus.” The rite works for the conversion of England in so far as
so small a body can, but, while not, of course, refusing admission to those of other
denominations who honestly and sincerely seek membership, it does not seek to
proselytize or to work in any way in opposition to any other Communion, whether
Anglican, Roman, or Free Church, but attempts to work among those who have no
religious allegiance. In no circumstances do it ever accede to requests sometimes
received to ordain men outside its own Communion, or to “Validate” the Orders,
Anglican or otherwise, of clergy of other denominations. This Rite seeks to remain on
friendly terms with all Christian denominations, but jealously preserves its own
integrity.
The only Clergy of the Old Roman Catholic Church in Great Britain today are the
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following: The Most Revd. Gerard George Shelley, Primate (ordained by the late Archbishop
Mathew)
The Most Revd. Geoffrey P.T. Paget King, Vicar-General (and Bishop-Coadjutor elect)
(ordained by the late Archbishop Williams)
The Revd. B. Matthew (ordained by the late Archbishop Williams)
The Revd. James V. Hedley Thatcher (ordained by Archbishop Shelley)
The Revd. George F. Tull (ordained by Archbishop Shelley)
The Revd. John Harding (in Minor Orders) (ordained by Archbishop Shelley)
Of the other two clergy whose names appeared in our previous Statement, the
Revd. A.J.C.M. Bennett died in 1958, and Mr. George Neely voluntarily seceded from us
and in consequence his faculties were withdrawn as from Advent Sunday 1959.
The only other permanent places of worship at present existing in this country
with connection with our Rite are: The Public Chapel of St Thomas of Canterbury, 16 Aberdeen Rd. N.5.
The semi-public Chapel of Christ and St Mary Magdalene, 10 Priory Road, Tonbridge,
Kent.
The chapel formerly listed at Chatham was closed by Mr Neely; the oratory formerly
listed at Henley was closed so that the Rev. J.C. Hedley Thatcher could exercise a wider
ministry as associate Priest at the Headquarters. Mass if, of course, said, and other
services held, as necessary in the private houses of scattered members of the Rite.
-------------------------------------There appears to be no less than three persons falsely claiming to have succeeded Abp.
Williams as the head of the Old Roman Catholic Church; and in view of the scandal
some of these men have caused, and may again cause, it seems necessary to empathize
once more that none of them have any connection whatsoever with this Rite.
The “Lord Patriarch James Banks,” of East Molesey, has never at any time been
associated with this Rite, nor have we anything in common with the theosophical
teachings held by him.
The Revd. Wilfred A. Barrington-Evans, of Iver, Bucks, who had at one time a
place of worship in the Paddington area, was indeed ordained a priest, in 1947, by the
late Archbishop Williams, and for a time he carried on a mission of this Rite at West
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Drayton. Unfortunately he seceded from the Rite because Archbishop Williams refused
to consecrate him as a Bishop (Although he was a married man and therefor incapable
of being a Bishop in this Rite). He then, during the lifetime of Archbishop Williams,
publically repudiated his oaths of canonical obedience, founded his own new sect, and
secured a very doubtful “consecration” from a Dutchman named Tollenaar, who had no
connection with Old Roman Catholicism and whose orders are not recognized as valid
by Old Roman Catholics. Yet since the death of Archbishop Williams, Mr. BarringtonEvans is apparently claiming to be his successor, regardless of the fact that he himself
wrote in the first issue of his sect’s paper, “Onward”: “It is true that we have gone into
schism.” He claimed in the same issue that most of Abp. Williams’ clergy had joined
him; not one, in fact, did so. He appears to have “ordained” a large number of men,
with some rapidity and without testing their fitness or assuring himself of their
suitability for any time of ministry. Very few have remained with him for long.
Mr. E. Barker, who styles himself “The Rt Revd. John Barker,” now resides in the
Notting Hill area. He seems to have been associated at one time or another with every
“Episcopus Vagans” but we have been able to ascertain whether in fact he was ever
ordained Priest by anyone. He was “consecrated” recently by Mr. V.A.P. Hayman, and
though Mr. Barker states that he has proof that Mr. Hayman was never a Bishop, yet he
still claims to be a Bishop himself by virtue of that “consecration.” We have been
informed that he has served at least one prison sentence himself, but we have not
ascertained the truth or otherwise of that assertion. He is, or has been associated with
an excommunicated priest of the North American Old Roman Catholic Church in New
York State, and an excommunicated North American Old Roman Catholic Bishop in,
we understand, Panama; and on the strength of that association Mr Barker claims to be
“Administrator” and the only head of the Old Roman Catholic Church in Gt. Britain,
and this in spite of the fact that—like Mr Barrington Evans—he is married, and married
bishop are expressly excluded by the Constitutions of our Rite. Mr Barker has never in
fact been in any way connected in any capacity whatsoever with the Old Roman
Catholic Church in Gt. Britain, nor could be recognized by any Old Roman Catholic.
We should, perhaps, add that since our Previous Statement elements of the
North American Old Roman Catholic Church – which was excommunicated by the late
Archbishop Williams – have been restored to communion with us. The only Bishops so
restored to communion are the Rt. Revd. A. Vipartas, the Rt. Revd. Richard A.
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Marchenna, and the Rt. Revd. John E. Schweikert. No other Bishops are recognized as in
communion with the Old Roman Catholic Church in Great Britain.
We solemnly affirm, therefore, that Mr Banks, Mr Barrington-Evans, and Mr
Barker—and also Mr de Wilmot Newman, “Patriarch of Glastonbury,” who claims to be
“Head-at-line” of the Old Roman Catholic Succession—have none of them any
connection of any kind with the Old Roman Catholic Church in Great Britain,
commonly known as The Old Roman Catholic (Pro-Uniate) Rite of Great Britain; that
Communion, having its headquarters (since May 1951) at 16 Aberdeen Road.,
Highbury, London, N.5, is the only true Old Roman Catholic body and is the body
previously presided over by the late Archbishop Arnold H. Mathew and by the late
Archbishop Bernard M. Williams; and that in no circumstances whatsoever can we
countenance—or in any way be held responsible for—any activities carried on by the
ecclesiastical pretenders.
Signed for an on behalf of The Old Roman Catholic Church in Great Britain
Vicar-General
Secretary
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Biography
Archbishop Geoffrey Peter Thomas Paget King (1917-1991)
Archbishop Geoffrey Peter Thomas Paget King was born in
Haslington, Cheshire in the United Kingdom on May 25, 1917. He
was raised as an Anglican and was Confirmed by Bishop Luke
Paget of Chester in 1931. He attended Nantwich and Acton
Grammer School as well as Cheshire Country Training College. In
1938 he joined the Church Army and attended the Church Army
Training College.
King considered Anglican ministry but in 1943 decided to leave the
Church of England. He was received into the Old Roman Catholic
Church in Great Britain by Fr. George Aubrey St John-Seally. In
December 1946 he was Confirmed and was elevated through the
minor and major orders culminating in priestly ordination on May 18, 1947. He was
ordained with the future Archbishop Wilfrid Barrington-Evans (1903-71) by Archbishop
Bernard Mary Williams.
Difficulty arose as Archbishop Williams, who favored becoming a Unite rite within the
Roman Catholic Church, refused to consecrate a successor. Contact was made with
Archbishop Carfora to provide a successor, but in 1947 Williams and Carfora broke
communion. In the meantime King and St John Seally were excommunicated by
Williams on January 31st, 1948 for “breach of canonical obedience and promoting
schism.” At this point King went under Archbishop Carfora’s jurisdiction but
reconciled with Williams before his death. Barrington-Evans also left because of
Williams’ views and was consecrated a bishop by Bishop D.L. Thomas Tollenaar on
August 5th, 1951. When Williams died on June 9th, 1952 he received the last rites from
King and appointed him Administrator. However, Williams was clear that the Rite
should be closed down and all documents destroyed. None of his clergy followed this
directive.
King was unique in that he was active in various causes. These included the Campaign
for Nuclear Disarmament, animal welfare groups, peace movements, and the Hymn
Society. Even those who did not share his churchmanship held him in high esteem, and
Douglas Fairey wrote “hard to find a word too kind for simple men like the Right Reverend
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Geoffrey P.T. Paget King…a much loved figure in North London.” He also successfully
acquired a three-story house on May 3rd, 1951 which he called Steenoven Mission
House. This was to be an important center for Old Roman Catholicism within the
United Kingdom.
The Church reconciled with Archbishop Carfora and on February 26, 1953. King was
recognized as Williams’ successor and would be consecrated. George Frankham Shell,
who had been consecrated by Archbishop William Francis Henry Brothers in 1949 and
conditionally by Archbishop Richard Arthur Marchenna in 1950, was to perform the
consecration. Shell was also known as George Gerard Shelley and had been ordained by
Archbishop Mathew. There was a decision among the clergy that there was no need for
another bishop, as Shelley’s work as a translator for the United Nations frequently
brought him to the United Kingdom. Shelley was elected as Archbishop of Caer-Glow,
the title held by Mathew and Williams, in 1954.
On June 5, 1960 Shelley consecrated King assisted by Bishop Hans Heuer (also called
Bishop Willibrord). Carfora died in 1958
but the church maintained communion
during this time with Marchenna. In
February

1962

King

re-wrote

the

Constitutions for the clergy in an attempt to
further order and discipline. However,
Shelley and Marchenna did not assent to
this change. King leveled charges against
Marchenna

and

asked

Shelley

to

investigate, but he refused. King and others
were also responding to Shelley’s lack of presence in the United Kingdom, as had been
resident in Rome primarily during this time. Because of this, King excommunicated
Marchenna on January 1st, 1963. In retaliation Shelley excommunicated King on June
21st, 1963. The clergy continued as members of the Old Roman Catholic Church in Great
Britain, headed by King, while Archbishop Shelley maintained the title of Archbishop
Caer-Glow separate from the Church.
Since Barrington-Evans’ defection the two groups rarely corresponded. However, in an
attempt to join the factions of the Church both groups united on Easter, 1965.
Barrington-Evans was chosen as the Primate with King as his Coadjutor. They
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continued in this role Barrington-Evans’ death in January, 1971. King then assumed the
Primacy of the Church.
Things continued to progress into the 1980’s. Steenoven House was still an important
headquarters for the Church and a Chapel was utilized at Crystal Palace. Eventually the
space at Crystal Palace was replaced by a Pro-Cathedral at Wittering which attracted US
Air Force members and their families. King retired in May, 1982 and Fr. James Hedley
Thatcher was elected as his successor. However, this was complicated by the fact that
the majority of the clergy favored reunion with Rome and refused to accept a
consecration at that time as they had petitioned to Rome for acceptance. They believed
it irregular to consecrate a successor without a Papal Mandate. King, at the time, was a
proponent of the changes of Vatican II and reunion with Rome seemed natural. Bishop
Weston-Smart writes “ultimately he was to embrace wholeheartedly the teachings of the
Second Council of the Vatican and was to interpret them incorrectly, thereby perpetuating the
errors first made fifty or so years before by Abp. Bernard Mary [Williams], making of his
jurisdiction a pale, a very pale indeed, copy of Rome, as well as isolating him from the substantial
majority of the clergy and people of the Jurisdiction, who much preferred Latin and traditional
theology and devotions, and who were in fact enjoying a measure of success unparalleled in the
history of the church. In London alone, there were five missions, three using the older form of the
Mass.”
Thatcher was consecrated on January 08th, 1983 at Steenoven House and four priests
and a deacon resigned. A further blow was received in 1983 when Steenoven House
was sold. Bishop Howard Weston-Smart recalls “its various collections, library, archive,
plate and vestments were scattered or sold. A new church property closer to the home of Mgr. St
Pierre was purchased at Wittering in northern Cambridgeshire [the former Pro-Cathedral of
Christ the Saviour and Our Lady Immaculate, Townsend Road, Wittering, which would in turn
be sold in May 1999], but for the first time in its history the jurisdiction was without a public
place of worship and an active presence in London…All of this contributed to a serious decline
both in numbers and in impact which has never been reversed.”
Thatcher in the meantime consecrated Dennis Matthew Peter St Pierre (1932-93) as his
auxiliary on July 2, 1988 assisted by King. St Pierre established the Chapel of Our Lady,
Queen of Heaven at Woolley. King died on January 24, 1991 of lung cancer at the
London Chest Hospital and left his estate to St Pierre. His body was cremated and the
ashes scattered at Woolley Manor. Headley Thatcher continued as Archbishop until his
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retirement when he was succeeded by St Pierre. At St Pierre’s death in 1993 he was
succeeded by Archbishop Douglas Titus Lewins.
Archbishop Lewins continues to lead the Church with Bishop Howard Weston-Smart as
Coadjutor. The American branch of the ORCCGB is headed by the editor, Archbishop
William Myers.
*Much of this material was compiled by Archbishop John Kersey from the testimony and archives of Bishop Howard Weston-Smart.

A reflection by Rt. Rev. Howard WESTON-sMART
Unlike the Baroness de Bertouch who managed unwittingly to turn her very excellent
biography of Fr. Ignatius of Llanthony into a pseudo hagiography, I would not wish to
make this personal recollection of Bp. Geoffrey Peter into anything like hers, but I
suppose that is what it will be in the end. He was an enormously self-deprecating man,
who saw much good in all others, and neglected himself and his very long ministry to
an almost extreme degree. I was the last person to be ordained by GPK--he made me a
Deacon on the Feast of S Thomas Aquinas in 1982--after which, having consecrated his
Vicar General Mgr. James Hedley Thatcher, he was only ever an assisting bishop. So
there is bound to be some considerable element of an almost hero worship on my part,
which he would have actually hated, but life is what it is. Even with the levelling
quality of many years, he still shines out as being an exemplar of what it is to be both
priest and bishop.
He would put himself out, no matter what, to accommodate the desires of those around
him. He would travel enormous distances on public transport a lot of the time to be
with one of the several parishes which dotted London and the surrounding areas. He
said Mass and officiated at the office with aplomb, never minding how fussy the MC or
assistant priest might be. He submitted himself to the pushing and shoving to get him
in the right place at the right time and muttered instructions as to what he ought to be
doing with a wry smile on his face which said much to those who knew and loved him.
He was a gifted confessor who took infinite pains, even when hearing the most
repetitive sins of the old ladies or of a very precious and over fussy server. His sermons
were erudite yet pithy, and not without an element of humor. His recollections of Abp.
Bernard Mary and of the early days of the Church were an inspiration to those of who
settled down in the library at Steenoven House after a hectic day of manic liturgy and
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ritual over a triple gin and tonic. This gave me in particular a great love and
appreciation for all those, both ordained and lay, who had gone before and have left us
such a Godly heritage. He was, even taking into account the straitened circumstances of
the jurisdiction, the consummate host.
He guided the jurisdiction with love and care for several years, doing what he believed
for the best of us all. Sadly, this meant alienating the traditional element within us by
the mid 70’s. None the less, he continued to support the Latin traditionalists long after
Mgr. Thatcher’s consecration had been announced. He bitterly regretted their departure
from the jurisdiction on January 7th, 1982 after which it was downhill all the way. At
this point it was just himself, Mgr. Thatcher, and me in Subdeacon’s Orders. More than
three quarters of the clergy and seven out of mine mission centers disappeared. I
believe he never fully got over this, seeing in it the ruin of a life time of hard work and
labor. Whilst he threw himself into new opportunities and challenges offered by the
arrival of Fr. (later Abp.) S Pierre, with a new mission at Wooley and the new ProCathedral at Wittering, he himself was sidelined to a very small flat with just his
favorite books. Never the less he played a full part at both the new mission and at
Wittering.
By this time I had also moved on and had little to do with him other than a card at
Christmas time and his birthday. It just didn’t seem appropriate given the time, place,
and circumstances. The news of his death at a relatively early age came as a shock and
the creation of a time of regret for the passing of a good priest and bishop as well as lost
opportunities. The abiding memory, however, which both Susan and I share, is of long
summer afternoons at our country home. Having said Mass in a distant part of London
he and Msgr. Thatcher would come down by train, be picked up at the railway station
in Haywards Heath, and brought home. A long lunch, as often as possible on the lawn,
a short nap, and then down into the fields to gather as many blackberries as we could
possibly could for him to take back to London. There was a small taste of fresh air and
openness which he so much enjoyed and missed. He would preside at Benediction,
have a cup of tea, and then would be back on the train reinvigorated and strengthened
for whatever the coming days held. These are my fond memories of a time now long
gone by and never to be found again, of a truly charming man, a wonderful priest and
bishop. I still miss him.
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Primacy of Conscience
Most Reverend William Myers
The Old Roman Catholic Church maintains a traditional view of dogma. One
cornerstone of the church has been the Vincentian Canon which is that we believe “the
faith which has been believed everywhere, always, by all.” For this reason the church
objected to the innovations by Rome regarding the dogmas proclaimed by Pope Pius IX.
That which has been believed always by all has been identified generally as:
•
•
•
•
•

Belief in the Nicene, Apostles, and Athanasian Creeds
Belief that the Scriptures are inspired and that interpretation must be coupled
with tradition
Seven sacraments
The role of the Mother of God in salvation
Historic liturgies without innovation

Also significant is the Old Roman Catholic Church’s emphasis on traditional liturgy.
Liturgy is the public worship of God and must reflect an unchanging view of God. It is
part of the tradition of the church and identifies the essential beliefs of Christianity.
Because of these beliefs the Old Roman Catholic Church is clearly an “Orthodox”
church. It holds that which is believed everywhere by all and maintains a historic
understanding of Christian beliefs.
Where the Old Roman Catholic Church differs from its counterparts in the One, Holy,
Catholic, and Apostolic Church is that it emphasizes a pastoral outlook on matters of
conscience. This is achieved without any break in dogma or essentials, as the essence of
Catholicity is maintained. It is an important hallmark of the Old Roman Catholic
Church and one that has been part of the Ultrajectine tradition. The basic premise of
primacy of conscience is rooted in the understanding of sin. The Old Roman Catholic
Church, because of its union with the Orthodox Church in 1911, takes an Orthodox
view of sin. That is, sin is defined as something which makes us “miss the mark.” We
are all sinners and our sins can be varied.
An identification of sins is rooted in the Ten Commandments and in Jesus’ admonition
in Mark 12:30-31, namely “and thou shall love the Lord thy God, with thy whole heart,
and with thy whole soul, and with thy whole mind, and with thy whole strength. This
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is the first commandment. And the second is like it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as
thyself. There is no other commandment greater than these.”
This forms the basis of Old Roman Catholic belief of the primacy of conscience. Sin is
identified in these commandments, especially in how an action relates to the love of
God and neighbor. For Old Roman Catholics, sin is examined through the following
lenses:
•
•
•
•

Is it grave and serious?
How does it separate one from God and neighbor?
What is the person’s religious understanding and psychological/cognitive
abilities?
Has he/she spent time in prayer and reflection on the issue?

The emphasis on prayer and reflection is significant. It is the formation of conscience.
Or, to quote Orthodox Bishop Alexander Mileant, “Every person is familiar with his
inner voice which on occasion accuses and oppresses him, and on occasion brings him
joy. This small subtle voice, an inborn feeling, is called conscience. Conscience by its
nature is a spiritual instinct, which more clearly and quickly differentiates between
good and evil than does the mind. He who listens to the voice of his conscience will
never regret or be ashamed of his behavior.”
When listening to one’s conscience it becomes apparent that some things, identified as
sins, are not so black and white. For example, a person’s conscience may compel
him/her to leave an abusive spouse for the sake of the individual or his/her children.
Likewise, a person may make the reasonable decision to take birth control to prevent
pregnancy in a situation. Or a person may fall in love after a divorce because “everyone
that loveth, is born of God, and knowth God.” 1
Critics may argue that this is a subjective definition of primacy of conscience and that
anything can be justified. On the contrary, however, there is still the prevailing maxim
that one cannot harm their relationship with God, their neighbor, or inherent in this,
themselves. An example of this is embodied in the seven deadly sins: lust, gluttony,
greed, sloth, wrath, envy, and pride. In their extreme these are definitions of things
which may separate us from God, exploit or neighbor, or harm ourselves.
*This piece is a personal opinion and does not represent the official belief of this Church.
1

1 John 4:7.
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News
June 23, 2014 – Fr. James Craig held his 20th
Anniversary Ordination Mass at St. Anne’s Mission
in Chicago, IL. A crowd of faithful celebrated the
occasion and he was made a Knight of the Order of
Our Lady Help of Christians. Fr. Craig was ordained
at the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart by Archbishop
Theodore Rematt and currently serves as Vicar at the
Mission. Pictured are Cleric Tom Gierke, Canon
Kelly, Fr. Craig, Cleric Br. Jamie Alaniz, and Dr. Will Cronenwett.

June 28, 2014 – The Bishops of the Old Roman Catholic Church in Great Britain
(Abp. Lewins, Myers, and Bps. Weston-Smart) made a pilgrimage to Walsingham
with a group of faithful. During the pilgrimage the clergy asked Our Lady to bless
the Church and guide her during the upcoming Synod.

July 5, 2014 – A Synod was held at the Brighton
Oratory. Present were the Most Revs. Douglas
Lewins, Jerome Lloyd, William Myers, the Rt. Revs.
Howard Weston-Smart and Martin Charlesworth,
and the Revs. Andrew Scurr, Mark Dunning, and
Tamás Széles. Very Rev. Canon Kelly was present via
Skype. The discussions at the Synod comprised of
how the Old Roman Catholic Church in Europe
(under Abp. Lloyd) and the Old Roman Catholic Church in Great Britain (under Abp.
Lewins) might promote greater unity.

December 23, 2014 – After petitioning for membership the
Synod of the Old Roman Catholic Church joyfully accepted
Archbishop Denis Waterbury into the jurisdiction as the
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retired Archbishop of Portland and the Northwest. Archbishop Waterbury pursued a
theological education at the Pontifical Atheneum of Saint Anselm (Sant'Anselmo). He
was consecrated as bishop in 2002 in Hamilton, Ontario and resides in St. Helens,
Oregon.

January 03, 2015 – Rev. Mr. George Ontko was ordained a
deacon at St. Anne’s Mission in Chicago. Deacon Ontko
works in Madison, Wisconsin as a hospice chaplain and
has a long history of work with the elderly. He has
established the Oratory of St. John the Beloved to serve
people in the Madison area. Present are Br. Jamie Alaniz
n/OSF, Deacon Ontko, Archbishop Myers, and Canon
Kelly.

February 08, 2015 – Br. Jamie Alaniz, OSF made
his simple profession of vows to Canon Kelly at
St. Anne’s Mission. Also present at this occasion
was Fr. James Craig. This concludes Br. Jamie’s
novitiate, which began on February 2, 2014. Br.
Jamie is also a candidate for the priesthood.
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Book Review
The Mass and Vestments of the Catholic Church, Liturgical, Doctrinal, Historical, and
Archeological, by the Rt. Rev. Monsignor John Walsh, Benziger Bros., New York,
Cincinnati, Chicago.

The book owes its origin to a request of a convert for a "convenient handbook on the
Mass and Vestments which would aid her in gleaning information to give response to
the various questions proposed to her by non-Catholic associates." The work represents
the condensation of valuable information gleaned from various authentic sources. Its
reading will prove profitable not only for the recent convert who as a rule shows greater
desire for information on matters doctrinal and historical than do those born of Catholic
parents and reared in Catholic surroundings, but quite as much for the veteran churchgoer, who has been attending Mass for fifty years and more. The very fact that whole
libraries have been written on questions pertaining to the holy Sacrifice of the Mass
explains the difficulty of the pastor in giving a thorough exposition of this the center of
all Church life. It therefore becomes necessary for Catholics to supplement the little
information given in the form of catechetical instruction and in sermons, by reading
books treating of this most interesting subject. Mass properly understood in all its
grandeur and sublimity, its necessity realized, its value even but vaguely appreciated,
will never require a law compelling attendance. This book among the others already on
the market treating of the Holy Mass should be acquired for every Catholic library. A
favor would be done to many an honest non-Catholic if this book were also introduced
into the public libraries, which are supported by taxes gathered from Catholic property
holders.

-----------------The above is from “Our Young People” which was “published for the benefit of deafmutes at St. John’s Institute” at Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The review is found in Volume
25, Number 1 which was published in January, 1916. It is reproduced here because of St.
Gabriel Theological Press’ republishing of this worthy title.

18

Gallery

(Abp. William Myers, Abp. Douglas Lewins, Bp. Howard Weston-Smart)

(Clerics Tom and Br. Jamie)

(Bishop and Mrs. Weston-Smart)

(Abp. Myers at Walsingham)

(Archbishop Lewins, Orthodox Chaplain, and Police Officers)

(Fr Craig, Canon Kelly, Br. Jamie, and Tom Gierke)
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Treasures from the sacristy and Archives

Abp. Mathew’s mitre (of Italian origin from 1760-80).
Such items were popular in the years before World War I.

A document from 1910 where Abp. Mathew intends to promote the Church.
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